Providence Bible Church

Preamble
We declare and establish this constitution for the purpose of preserving and making secure the principles of our faith that this local assembly may be governed in an orderly manner, consistent with the revealed will of God as taught in the Holy Scriptures.

Article I: Name
Section 1. Official Name
The official name of this church is Providence Bible Church, Incorporated.

Section 2. Common Name
The name which will be used in public, in publicity and on written material is Providence Bible Church.

Article II: Affiliation
Paragraph 1.  Providence Bible Church maintains the right to govern its own affairs in accordance with Scripture and is independent of any denominational control.  Recognizing, however, the benefits of cooperation with other Churches and world missions, this Church voluntarily affiliates with the Southern Baptist Convention in its national, state and local expressions. This affiliation with the Southern Baptist Convention is maintained by theological convictions and voluntary contributions to doctrinally approved missions on local, state, national, and international levels. This affiliation may also be supported by sending messengers to the annual Convention for

voting the doctrinal, ethical, and procedural positions that are representative of Providence Bible Church. It is our desire to support those ministries which the Elders believe are doctrinally, morally, and ethically sound.

Paragraph 2.  This affiliation with the Southern Baptist Convention is for the purpose of accomplishing common endeavors with Churches of like faith and practice. Our affiliation, however, does not in any way hinder us from associating ourselves with any other groups of Churches or mission endeavors which we believe are doctrinally and practically sound. The extent of support to the Southern Baptist Convention and any other missionary organization shall be voluntary.

Article III: Resolution, Vision, Commitments
Section 1.  Resolution
Providence Bible Church resolves, by God’s grace and providence, to be an Elder rule local assembly holding to the Doctrines of Grace and the Five Solas of the Reformation, seeking to glorify God in all things by keeping Him in the center of our affections, life, ministries and worship services. (Tit 1:5; 1 Pe 5:1-3;1Co 6:20; 10:31; Ro 11:36)
Section 2. Vision
Our vision consists of :
1. Bringing glory to God and being well pleasing to Him who is the center of our worship. (Dt 6:13; Ps 66:1-4; Mt 4:10; Jn 4:23-24; 2Co 5:9; Rev 5:13)
2. Building up the saints through expository preaching, Sunday School classes and personal & small group discipleship. (Ne 8:8; Eph 4:11-12; 2Ti 2:2)
3. Reaching out to the lost in, and those new to Dawsonville and surrounding communities. (Ac 1:8a)
4. Supporting and planting new assemblies in Georgia and the United States. (Ac 1:8b)
5. Supporting and sending out missionaries abroad. (Ac 1:8c)

Section 3. Commitments
Commitments that guide Providence Bible Church are The Five Solas of the Reformation and the Great Commission: 

1. We are committed to Sola Scriptura (Scripture alone)- the truth that Scripture alone is our ultimate authority for worship, ministry and life.  We are committed to an unwavering hope and confidence in God’s inerrant Word in our preaching, teaching, discipleship/counseling, and guide for ministry involvement. (Ps 19:7-8; 119:9 Pr 30:5; Jn 17:17; Ro 10:17; 2 Ti 3:16-17; Heb 4:12; 1 Pe 1:23)
2. We are committed to Soli Deo Gloria (Glory of God alone)- the truth that we are to do all we do to the glory of God alone.  The pursuit of God’s glory is our passion and ambition.  We will be faithful to glorify God as we keep Him at the center of all we do in corporate worship through God centered preaching, teaching, singing, giving, and in private living. (1 Cor 10:31; 1 Pe 4:11; Jn 4:23; Ro 12:1-2; 2Co 9:6-15; Eph 3:21; Rev 4:11; 5:9-14) 
3. We are committed to Solus Christus (Christ alone)- the truth that salvation is through Christ alone.  Christ is the sole mediator and peacemaker between God and man and there is no other.  (Jn 10:9; 14:6; Ro 5:1; 1Tim 2:5-6)

4. We are committed to Sola Gratia (Grace alone)- the truth that salvation from sin and God’s wrath is by grace alone. The reason God saves any is on account of this gift of grace and rests with God alone to give and cannot be earned. (Ac 15:11; Ro 3:24; Eph 1:3-8; 2:5, 8-9; 2Tim 1:9)   

5. We are committed to Sola Fide (Faith alone)- the truth that one is justified by faith alone.  Only through the gift of faith can one be declared innocent by God. (Ro 3:28; 5:1; Gal 3:6-11; Eph 2:8-9)

6. We are committed to the truth that we are to participate in the Great Commission so we participate physically and financially in Biblical evangelism and missions locally and abroad. (Mt 6:19-20; 28:19-20; Lk 8:1-3; 19:10; Ac 1:8; 1Co 16:1-2; 2Co 9:1-15)
Article IV: Statement of Faith

We believe that the Holy Bible is closed and is the special written revelation of God to man.  It has dual authorship of the Holy Spirit who moved holy men of God to write the very words of God (1 Corinthians 2:7-14; 2 Peter 1:20-21).  The Bible in the original documents penned in Hebrew, Aramaic, and Greek is inspired (2 Timothy 3:16), infallible (Isaiah 55:11; Matthew 5:18; 24:35; John 10:35; Romans 1:16-17; 1 Thessalonians 2:13; Hebrews 4:12), and inerrant (Proverbs 30:5-6; John 17:17).  The Holy Bible, made up of 66 books, is our final authority and only rule of faith and practice (Sola Scriptura) as we interpret it under the literal, grammatical-historical method.  

We believe that there is one God (Deuteronomy 6:4; Isaiah 45:5-7) who is Sovereign over all (Psalm 33; 1 Timothy 6:15), creating all things in six literal days with each day consisting of 24 hours (Genesis 1-2; Job 33:4; Isaiah 40:28; l Colossians 1:16), infinitely perfect (Isaiah 6:3; Matthew 5:48; Revelation 4:8) and eternally existing in three distinct persons, Father, Son and Holy Spirit (Psalm 90:2; Isaiah 48:16; Matthew 3:16-17; 28:19; 2 Corinthians 13:14).  God knows all things past, present and future. He knows all things which are possible and actual (Jeremiah 37:6-10; Matthew 11:21-24). He is at all places at all times, knowing all things continually (Psalm 139:7-10; Hebrews 4:13). He accomplishes all that He has decreed and none of His plans will be thwarted (Isaiah 46:9-10; Ephesians 1:11).  He is worthy of all praise and does all things for His glory (Psalm 106:8; Isaiah 48:11; Romans 11:36; Ephesians 1:14) and we are to do all things to His glory (1 Corinthians 6:20; 10:31; Ephesians 3:21) (Soli Deo Gloria).
We believe that Jesus Christ is God the Son, the second person of the Trinity (Isaiah 9:6; John 1:1-18).  We believe that Jesus is the eternal Word through Whom and for Whom all things were made.  He is the unique and solitary Savior in whom alone there is redemption and forgiveness of sin (John 14:6; Acts 4:12; 1 Timothy 2:5) (Solus Christus).  From beginning to end the Bible proclaims salvation through Jesus Christ and no other.  In His incarnation–an event in historical space and time–Jesus Christ was the perfect union of the human and the divine. He was truly God and truly man (Philippians 2:6-8; Colossians 1:15-17; 2:9; Hebrews 1:2-3).  In His incarnation Jesus was conceived of the Holy Spirit, born of a virgin (Isaiah 7:14; Matthew 1:23) and without sin, remaining sinless throughout His earthly life (Hebrews 4:15; 9:14; 1 Peter 2:22).  He was crucified, died, and was buried.  On the third day, he rose from the dead, the first fruits of the redeemed (I Corinthians 15).  He ascended to the Father (Acts 1:9-10; Ephesians 1:20). He reigns as Head of the church (Ephesians 5:23; Colossians 1:18).  He will consummate the age by His physical return to earth as Lord and King (Luke 1:31-33; Acts 1:11; Revelation 1:7; 22:20).      

We believe that the Holy Spirit is God (Acts 5:3-4; Hebrews 9:14), the third person of the Trinity. He convicts mankind of sin and regenerates a sinner to belief (John 3:5-6; 16:5-15; Titus 3:5-7). The Holy Spirit indwells, seals, guides, instructs and empowers the believer for godly living and service (John 14:26; I Corinthians 3:16-17; Galatians 5:16; Ephesians 4:30). He guided the human writers of Scripture (2 Peter 1:20-21).  He illuminates the written Word of God to a person so that he can believe and understand the Scriptures (I Corinthians 2:10-13). A believer receives all of the Holy Spirit at conversion and there is no second baptism. A believer is commanded to be filled with the Holy Spirit daily, that is, to live under the authority of the living Word of God and the influence of the Holy Spirit (Ephesians 5:18; Hebrews 3:7-11).    
We believe and teach, in this respect, that God the Holy Spirit is sovereign in the bestowing of all His gifts for the perfecting of the saints and that speaking in tongues (the miraculous ability to speak a foreign language without first learning that language by normal means) and the working of sign miracles in the beginning days of the church were for the purpose of pointing to and authenticating the apostles as revealers of divine truth, and were never intended to be characteristic of the lives of believers in general through the ages (1 Corinthians 12:4-11; 13:8-10; 2 Corinthians 12:12; Ephesians 4:7-12; Hebrews 2:1-4).

We believe that man was created by God in His image (Genesis 1:26-27; 2:7).  Man was created free of sin but by voluntary sin left that state and entered into a depraved condition of spiritual death (Genesis 3:1-19; Romans 3:23; Romans 6:23); in consequence of which all mankind is now sinful by nature and by choice being totally depraved even from conception (Psalm 51:5; Romans 5:12; Ephesians 2:1-3). Man left to his own is lost in sin and unable to save himself and is under just condemnation to eternal ruin.
We believe that the salvation of sinners is all of grace through the person and work of Jesus Christ (Ephesians 2:1-22; 2 Timothy 1:9) (Sola Gratia), who took upon Himself our nature (John 1:1, 14), yet was without sin (Hebrews 4:14-15).  He honored the law by His personal obedience and made atonement for our sins by His death on the cross (Isaiah 53:6; Colossians 2:13-14).  Salvation is accomplished through the life, death, and glorious bodily resurrection of Jesus Christ.  Jesus is now enthroned in heaven, where He serves as our sympathetic High Priest, the all sufficient Savior (Hebrews 4:15; 10:11-12).

We believe that justification consists of the pardon of sin and the promise of eternal life to those who believe on Jesus Christ as Lord and Savior (Romans 4:22-5:1).  We believe that justification is God declaring repentant sinners righteous, no longer condemned but innocent, based on the righteousness of Jesus Christ (Romans 8:1).  It is not based on any works of righteousness that man has done, but solely on the righteousness of Jesus Christ and faith alone in Him alone (Romans 3:26; 4:5; Ephesians 2:8-10) (Sola fide).  The Christian’s sin debt is paid by Christ, and the righteousness of Christ is imputed to the repentant believer by the grace of God (2 Corinthians 5:21). 

We believe that salvation from sin to eternal life is offered freely and that it is the immediate duty of man to repent of his sin and place his faith and trust in Jesus Christ (Matthew 4:17; Luke 24:47; Acts 3:19).  Repentance, like faith, is a gift from God (Acts 11:18; 2 Timothy 2:25).

We believe that in order to be saved, we must be regenerated or born again; regeneration consists of the awakening of the heart and mind of the one that has been spiritually dead, effected by the Holy Spirit by His grace, so as to secure our voluntary repentance of sin and faith in Christ Jesus (John 3:3-7). The evidence of regeneration is found in the changed life of the sinner who has been awakened to the grace of God and now walks in newness of life (2 Corinthians 5:17; Ephesians 2:10).

We believe that election is the act of God by which, before the foundation of the world, He chose in Christ those whom He graciously regenerates, saves, and sanctifies (Romans 8:29-30; 9:15-18; Ephesians 1:4-11; 2 Thessalonians 2:13; 2 Timothy 2:10; 1 Peter 1:1-3).  We believe that sovereign election does not contradict or negate the responsibility of man to repent and trust Christ as Savior and Lord (Ezekiel 18:23, 32; John 3:18-19).  All whom the Father calls to Himself will come in faith, and all who come in faith the Father will receive (John 6:37-40, 44).  Election encourages humility, prayer, praise, and trust and is the foundation for Christian assurance.  As well, God’s election of sinners is compelling motivation to preach the gospel to all people (Romans 10:9-15). 

We believe that true believers are eternally secure in Christ because they are preserved by the grace of God and kept from falling from a state of grace by God Himself.  Those whom God elects, He calls, justifies, and glorifies.  Not one of the saved will ever be lost from God.  Salvation is secure because salvation is a gift of the Lord (John 5:24; 6:37-50; 10:27-30; Romans 5:9-10; 8:1, 28-29; Ephesians 2:8-9;Titus 3:4-7).  Being adopted as a child of God and sealed by the Holy Spirit grants security for the believer (Ephesians 1:5; 4:30).

We believe that Christians should separate themselves from sin.  Out of deep gratitude for the undeserved grace of God granted to us, and because our glorious God is so worthy of our total consecration, all the saved should live in such a manner as to demonstrate our adoring love to God and not bring reproach upon our Lord and Savior.  We believe that separation from any association with worldly or sinful practices, or that which is not consistent with scriptural truth, is commanded of us by God.  Believers should be separated unto our Lord Jesus Christ seeking to be holy as He is holy (Romans 12:1-2;    1 Corinthians 5:9-13; 6:9-11; 2 Corinthians 6:14-7:1; 1 Peter 1:14-16).

We believe that all who place their faith in Christ Jesus are immediately placed by the Holy Spirit into one spiritual body, the Church, of which Christ is the head (1 Corinthians 12:12-13, Ephesians 1:22; 4:15; Colossians 1:18).

We believe that the establishment and continuity of local churches is clearly taught and defined in the New Testament, and that members of the one spiritual body are directed to associate themselves together in local assemblies (Acts 14:23, 27; 20:17, 28;                    1 Corinthians 11:18-20;  Philippians 1:1; Hebrews 10:25).

We believe that Christ is the supreme authority for the church.  He is the head of the church, and church leadership, gifts, order, discipline, and worship are all appointed through Christ (Matthew 16:18; Ephesians 1:22; Colossians 1:18).

We believe that the biblically designated officers serving under Christ and over the assembly are Elders (men, who are also called bishops, overseers, and pastors), and Deacons (also men), both of whom must meet the biblical qualifications (Acts 20:28; Philippians 1:1; 1 Timothy 3:1-13; Titus 1:5-9).  The leaders are to lead as servants of Christ, and the congregation is to be submissive to biblical leadership (1 Peter 5:1-4; Hebrews 13:17).

We believe in discipleship and mutual accountability to one another, as well as the need for discipline of sinning members (Matthew 18:15-20; 28:19-20).

We believe that the purpose of the church is to glorify God, to equip the saints for the work of the ministry and to be a pillar and support of the Scriptures (Ephesians 3:21; 4:11-16; 1 Timothy 3:15).

We believe that two ordinances have been committed to the local church: Baptism and the Lord’s Supper.  Christian baptism by immersion is the testimony of a believer showing forth his faith in the crucified, buried, and risen Lord and his union with Him in death to sin and resurrection to a new life.  It is also a sign of fellowship and identification with the visible body of Christ (Acts 2:38-42; Acts 8:36-39; Romans 6:1-11).  The Lord’s Supper is the commemoration of His death until He comes, and should always be proceeded by serious self-examination.  We believe that, the elements of communion are representative of the flesh and blood of Christ (Luke 22:19-20; 1 Corinthians 10:16; 11:23-32).

We believe that members of a local assembly should be faithful in discipleship, worship, evangelism, missions, financial stewardship, and faithfully attend the services of that assembly (Matthew 28:18-20; Romans 12:1-2; 1 Corinthians 16:1-2; 2 Corinthians 8:1-15; 9:1-15; Hebrews 10:25).
We believe that Satan is a created angel and the author of sin.  He incurred the judgment of God by rebelling against his Creator, by taking numerous angels with him in his fall (Isaiah 14:12-17; Ezekiel 28:11-19; Luke 10:18), and by introducing sin into the human race by his temptation of Eve in the Garden of Eden (Genesis 3:1-15).  Satan is the open and declared enemy of God and man, the prince of this world (Ephesians 2:2; 1 Peter 5:8) who has been defeated through the death and resurrection of Jesus (Matthew 4:1-11; Romans 16:20; Hebrews 2:14-15), and he shall be eternally punished in the lake of fire  (Matthew 25:41; Revelation 20:10).

We believe that at death the soul of the redeemed passes immediately into the presence of Christ (Luke 23:43; 2 Corinthians 5:8; Philippians 1:23), that there is a separation of soul and body, and that for the redeemed, such separation will continue until the rapture (1 Thessalonians 4:13-17), which initiates the first resurrection (Revelation 20:4-6) when our soul and body will be reunited to be glorified forever with our Lord (1 Corinthians 15:35-44; 50-54).  Until that time, the souls of the redeemed in Christ remain in joyful fellowship with our Lord Jesus Christ.  

We believe in the bodily resurrection of all men; the saved to life eternal (John 6:39; Romans 8:10-11; 19-23; 2 Corinthians 4:14) and the unsaved to judgment and everlasting punishment in the lake of fire and hell (Daniel 12:2; John 5:29; 2 Peter 2:4; Revelation 20:13-15).

We believe that the church will be lifted from the earth to meet the Lord in the air (John 14:1-3; 1 Thessalonians 4:16-17; 5:9) before the seven years of tribulation described in Daniel as the one week (Daniel 9:24-27).  After the seven years of tribulation Jesus Christ will bodily and visibly return to the earth with His saints to rule for one-thousand years (Revelation 20:1-7) as King of kings and Lord of lords (Matthew 24:27, 37-39; Acts 1:9-11; Revelation 1:7; 19:11-16).  Afterward will be the Great White Throne Judgment and when the saints will occupy the New Earth and New Jerusalem that will come down from the New Heaven (Revelation 20:11-15; 21:1-27).

We believe that the saved will ultimately enter the eternal state of glory with God and will dwell forever in the heavenly city, where they will enjoy fellowship with God and one another forever (John 17:3; Revelation 21, 22).  Our Lord Jesus Christ, having fulfilled His redemptive mission, will then deliver up the kingdom to God the Father, that in all spheres the triune God will reign and be praised (1 Corinthians 15:24-28). 

As an assembly committed to the Doctrines of Grace, this is a general statement of faith for Providence Bible Church.  This statement expresses our key doctrines which all members must submit to and which all Elders and Deacons must affirm and teach.  All teaching ministries at Providence Bible Church will support this                  Statement of Faith. 
Article V: Church Covenant

Having, as we trust, been brought by Divine Grace to repent and believe in the Lord Jesus Christ and to give up ourselves to Him, and having been baptized upon our profession of faith, in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, we do now, relying on His gracious aid, solemnly and joyfully covenant with each other to bring Him glory.
· We will work and pray for the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace. (Psalms 133:1; Ephesians 4:3; Philippians 2:2-3)

· We will walk together in brotherly love, as becomes the members of a Christian Church; exercise an affectionate care and watchfulness over each other and faithfully admonish and entreat one another as occasion may require. (Romans 12:10; 15:14)

· We will not forsake the assembling of ourselves together, nor neglect to pray for ourselves and others. (Hebrews 10:24-25; Ephesians 6:18)

· We will endeavor to bring up such as may at any time be under our care, in the nurture and admonition of the Lord, and by a pure and loving example to seek the salvation of our family and friends. (Matthew 28:19-20; Ephesians 6:4; Colossians 1:28-29; Titus 2:7)

· We will rejoice at each other’s happiness and endeavor with tenderness and sympathy to bear each other’s burdens and sorrows. (Romans 12:15; Galatians 6:2)

· We will seek, by Divine aid, to live carefully in the world, denying ungodliness and worldly lusts, and remembering that, as we have been voluntarily buried by baptism and raised again from the symbolic grave, so there is on us a special obligation now to lead a new and holy life. (Matthew 28:19; Romans 6:4; Philippians 2:12; 1 Thessalonians 5:21-22; Titus 2:11-12; 1 Peter 1:14-16)

· We will work together for the continuance of a faithful evangelical ministry in this church, as we sustain its worship, ordinances, discipline, and doctrines. We will contribute cheerfully and regularly to the support of the ministry, the expenses of the church, the relief of the poor, and the spread of the Gospel through all nations.          (1 Corinthians 16:1-2; 2 Corinthians 8:1-3; 9:6-7; Philippians 1:27; 1 Timothy 5:17-18)

· We will, when we move from this place, as soon as possible unite with some other church where we can carry out the spirit of this covenant and the principles of God’s Word. (Hebrews 10:25)

May the grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the fellowship of the

Holy Spirit be with us all. Amen.
